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Letter from the CEO
James McJunkins

Harvey and Harvest
One of the challenges we face every year around harvest time is having to deal with hurricanes. This year
was no exception. As we all watched the news of the devastation of Hurricanes Harvey and Irma, we were
reminded that disaster can come to anyone at any time. Many Arkansas families, friends and neighbors
have suffered this year through floods, tornadoes, fires and now hurricanes. We have all witnessed some
unbelievable and heartbreaking situations that instinctively make us want to reach out and help. It is the
feeling we get from helping others that is no doubt the most rewarding. Helping others is really what life
is all about!
At Farm Credit Midsouth our
mission and core values are
centered around service and
helping our farmers.
Since our stockholders are also
our customers we have the
privilege of striving to make
both happy at the same time!
The success of our cooperative
is directly related to the success
of our customers/stockholders.
We wish everyone a safe and
profitable harvest!
On behalf of the employees of
Farm Credit Midsouth, thank you
for allowing us to serve you!

Mission
Enhance our diverse agriculture & rural economy

Core Values
Place the customer first
Provide visionary leadership
Achieve operational excellence
Instill a high level of loyalty
Acknowledge and reward quality employee performance

James McJunkins, CEO
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DIRECTOR NOMINATIONS
Farm Credit Midsouth, ACA Accepting Director Nominations

Farm Credit Midsouth, ACA will hold its annual Stockholder Meeting on February 22, 2018, at 12:00 p.m. at the
Arkansas State University Convocation Center in Jonesboro. Director positions up for election are indicated below.
If you or someone you know, who is a voting shareholder of Farm Credit Midsouth, is interested in being considered
as a director nominee, contact a member of the nominating committee (see list below) or email your response to
midsouthnominating.committee@farmcredit.com.
Nominations will be accepted through November 1, 2017.

BOARD OF DIRECTOR POSITIONS UP FOR ELECTION IN 2018
Region 7

Crittenden County, Arkansas
4-Year Term - Position currently held by Jane Pirani

Region 8

Lee County, Arkansas
4-Year Term – Position currently held by Ramey Stiles

Region 9

Phillips County, Arkansas
4-Year Term – Position currently held by Leslie E. Turner

2018 NOMINATING COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Region

County

Committee Member

Address

1

Craighead

Gregory A. Nall (Greg)

5967 Hwy. 49 N.
Brookland, AR 72417

2

Poinsett

Whitney B. Walls (Witt)

7552 Rush Lane
Harrisburg, AR 72432

3

Greene

Kory L. Randleman

1277 Greene Road 523
Paragould, AR 72450

4

Clay, AR
Carter, Wayne, Ripley, MO

Nicholas D. Hatcher

1902 N. 19th Street
Paragould, AR 72450

5

Mississippi, AR/Parts of Tipton,
Lauderdale and Shelby, TN

Michael Gammill

6935 S. State Hwy. 308
Tyronza, AR 72386

6

St. Francis

Galen C. Geisler

3807 Hwy. 78 North
Wheatley, AR 72392

7

Crittenden

Richard M. Rogers (Matt)

701 Commerce Street
Earle, AR 72331

8

Lee

Mark Hurt

26 Lee Road 805
Marianna, AR 72360

9

Phillips, AR
Part of North Desha

John S. Tolar

8671 Hwy. 49
Poplar Grove, AR 72374

10

Cross

David R. Taylor

1095 CR 156
Wynne, AR 72396

2018 Photo Contest
Grand Prize

First Place

Second Place

Third Place

$500

$200

$100

$50

Deadline – August 31, 2018
Who

Requirements

What

One grand prize winner will be chosen
from all photos submitted statewide. In
addition, 1st, 2nd and 3rd place photos will
be selected from each Farm Credit territory
and awarded cash prizes.

How to Enter

All entries will be entered in the FCM
Customer photo contest as well as the
Statewide I’m Farm Credit contest.

Farm Credit Midsouth members and
their immediate family members are
invited to enter. Entries are limited to ten
submissions per person.

Action photos, capturing the rural
lifestyle and all the things related to
agriculture!

Go to www.farmcreditmidsouth.com;
download and submit the entry form
and your photo to Andrea Watson –
andrea.watson@farmcredit.com.

Submit a high resolution digital photo (300
DPI+ or 3072 x 2048 pixels) and identify the
county where the photo was taken.

Congratulations

2017 Scholarship Recipients

One of the highlights at Farm Credit Midsouth is the annual presentation of 14 scholarships worth
$1,000 each to outstanding undergraduates. Each student was chosen based on a combination of
academic, extracurricular, agricultural, and leadership achievement. We congratulate this year’s honorees
on a job well done and wish them the best of luck in college and beyond. Farm Credit Midsouth will
begin taking applications January 1, 2018. Please apply online at FarmCreditMidsouth.com.

Bailey Aldridge

Will Batson

Rachel Cook

Quentin Cupp

Gatlin Greeno

Benton Harvey

Hailey Hilfiker

Colin Hill
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Samuel King

Austin Miller

Brandon Moore

Bryce Nelson

Annalee Parker

Corbin Truelove

CROWNED
LEGACY
Shelby Bosnick Awarded
Miss Arkansas Rice

This year, Lee County native Shelby Bosnick
was crowned the 2017-18 Miss Arkansas Rice.
The Arkansas Rice Council sponsors the annual
contest with Arkansas Farm Bureau and the
Arkansas Cooperative Extension Service.
“I can’t really put into words how excited I
am to be crowned Miss Arkansas Rice,” said
Bosnick in an interview to the local paper. “This
is something that is important to myself and to
my family, as we have farmed rice for 71 years. I
not only get to promote rice and represent rice
farmers in Lee County, but now the entire state. I
am really excited about that.”
The competition was a one day event from 9:30
am until 1:30 pm. The young women had fiveminute interviews with judges, gave five-minute
speeches about all of the promotional activities
they did in their communities, and then ended
the contest by serving the judges a home-made
rice dish.
Anna Mae Roemer of Jonesboro was named
runner-up, Kalyah Edwards of Pine Bluff was
given second runner-up, and Bosnick was
crowned Miss Arkansas Rice. Other county
winners participating were Harley Bishop of
DeWitt, Addy Thornhill of Wynne, Mallory Perkins
of Lonoke, Alexa Lawson May of Forrest City, and
Courtney Dorton of Judsonia.
The overall goal of the Miss Arkansas Rice
program is to spread knowledge,
encourage interest in the Arkansas rice
industry, and publicize its importance
to the Arkansas economy.

Parmesan Shrimp
& Rice Casserole
Ingredients
2lbs large peeled shrimp
¼ cup butter
1 small red onion, chopped
½ cup red bell pepper, chopped
½ cup green bell pepper, chopped
4 garlic cloves, minced
2 cups sliced okra
1tbsp lemon juice
1 tsp salt
1 can cream of mushroom
½ cup dry white wine
1 tbsp soy sauce
½ tsp cayenne pepper
3 cups cooked long grain rice
½ cup grated Parmesan cheese

Directions
Melt butter in large skillet. Add onion and
bell pepper, and sauté 5 minutes. Add next 4
ingredients and sauté 5 minutes. Add shrimp
and cook 3 minutes. Stir in next 5 ingredients,
and pour into 9 x 11 dish. Sprinkle with
cheese. Bake at 350 for 20 minutes. Garnish
with quartered lemon slices and fresh parsley.
Yield: 6 servings

Letter From VP/Chief
Appraisal Officer

Cary C. Matthews

Land values appear to have stabilized in Eastern Arkansas.
Increases in value began to slow in 2015 and appear to have
now stabilized. Based on the period from 7/1/16 to 6/30/17,
benchmark values ranged from a 1.59% increase in Craighead
County to no increase in the remaining counties. Farm Credit
Midsouth uses five benchmarks to estimate changes in land
values. Four of the five experienced no increase with one
experiencing less than a 2.0% increase. Land values were steadily increasing for several years in Eastern
Arkansas until 2015 and 2016 land values began stabilizing. On the next page is a chart showing the
benchmark values and change in values since 2012.
The Cross County Benchmark is a near level, irrigated rice and soybean farm with a house, grain bins,
and shop. Several sales were analyzed, and a value was estimated in the mid-range at $4,700 per acre.
The value has remained stable for the past 24 months at $4,700 per acre.
The Craighead County Benchmark is a precision leveled, irrigated cotton, soybean, and corn farm, with
the well located off-site. After adjustments, the sales presented a wider range than preferred, with the
best sales indicating around $6,400 per acre; therefore, a value of $6,400 per acre was estimated. The
2016 value was estimated at $6,300 per acre. This indicates an increase of 1.59% compared to 3.28%
last year and 8.93% increase in 2015.
The Clay County Benchmark is a precision leveled and irrigated cotton, soybean, and corn farm. Four
of the sales used were also used last year. Sales similar to the Benchmark Farm were almost nonexistent in the past 12 months. A value was estimated in the mid-range at $6,500 per acre. As could be
expected with the lack of sales, the value remained the same as last year. The value has remained stable
for the last 24 months at $6,500 per acre.
The Lee County Benchmark is a precision leveled and irrigated rice, soybean, cotton, and corn farm.
Several sales were analyzed that sold in the past 12 months, with most selling in the last half of 2016.
Sales were very limited in the first half of 2017. After analyzing all the sales, a value was estimated in the
mid-range at $4,400 per acre. The value remained stable for the past 12 months at $4,400 per acre.
The St. Francis County Benchmark is a precision leveled and irrigated rice and soybean farm with grain
bins. Several sales were analyzed, and a value was estimated in the mid-range at $5,300 per acre. The
value has remained stable for the past 36 months at $5,300 per acre.
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In conclusion, this year’s update appears to be, when compared to recent years, a return to more
stationary levels with certain areas still experiencing minimal to no increases. It is my opinion that
stagnant to slight increases are indicative of a land market that, while not increasing rapidly, is healthy
and is a market that does not point to a precipitous drop in value in the near future. 2017 benchmarks
show an overall increase of 0.32% for the period 7/1/16 to 6/30/17. Benchmark appraisals were
completed by VP/Chief Appraisal Officer Cary C. Matthews, ARA, RPRA and Staff Appraisers Bessie
Richmond and Mark Martin.

Benchmark Summary - Farm Credit Midsouth
Control Number
Benchmark Number
Benchmark Name
County
#Acres
Appraised Value 2012
$/Acre
Cap Rate

1

2

184
454
Reddmann Blankenship
Cross
Craighead
800
120

3

4

5

468
Webb
Clay
80

469
Holtzclaw
Lee
80

485
Meadors
St. Francis
239

Totals

$5,070,000

1319

$2,880,000
$3,600
4.24%

$510,000
$4,250
3.63%

$400,000
$5,000
3.14%

$228,000
$2,850
5.21%

$1,052,000
$4,402
3.94%

Percent Change in Value

18.03%

6.25%

21.95%

12.87%

22.33%

Appraised Value 2013
$/Acre
Cap Rate
Percent Change in Value

$3,200,000
$4,000
4.18%
11.11%

$576,000
$4,800
3.19%
12.94%

$440,000
$5,500
3.18%
10.00%

$264,000
$3,300
4.65%
15.79%

$1,195,000
$5,000
3.85%
13.59%

$5,675,000

Appraised Value 2014
$/Acre
Cap Rate
Percent Change in Value

$3,600,000
$4,500
3.44%
12.50%

$672,000
$5,600
3.59%
16.67%

$480,000
$6,000
3.50%
9.09%

$320,000
$4,000
4.03%
21.21%

$1,267,000
$5,301
3.50%
6.03%

$6,339,000

Appraised Value 2015
$/Acre
Cap Rate
Percent Change in Value

$3,760,000
$4,700
3.19%
4.44%

$732,000
$6,100
3.32%
8.93%

$496,000
$6,200
3.34%
3.33%

$344,000
$4,300
3.41%
7.50%

$1,267,000
$5,301
3.39%
0.00%

$6,599,000

Appraised Value 2016
$/Acre
Cap Rate

$3,760,000
$4,700
3.18%

$756,000
$6,300
2.28%

$520,000
$6,500
2.09%

$352,000
$4,400
2.92%

$1,267,000
$5,301
3.39%

$6,655,000

0.00%

3.28%

4.84%

2.33%

0.00%

$3,760,000
$4,700
3.18%

$768,000
$6,400
2.41%

$520,000
$6,500
2.61%

$352,000
$4,400
2.63%

$1,267,000
$5,301
3.04%

0.00%

1.59%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

Percent Change in Value
Appraised Value 2017
$/Acre
Cap Rate
Percent Change in Value
Total Acres
Total Bareland Value
Total Building Value
Total Value
Average $/Acre

1,319
$6,317,000
$350,000
$6,667,000
$5,055

Avg. % Chg.

16.29%

12.29%

13.10%

4.84%

2.09%
$6,667,000

0.32%

Employee

SPOTLIGHT
Randy Kingston
Senior VP/Chief Marketing & Operations Officer
Central Office

It’s the people that make a business truly
successful, and according to Chief Marketing
and Operations Officer Randy Kingston, Farm
Credit Midsouth has the best in the business.
“My career with Farm Credit has been a
very enjoyable and exciting ride for me.
I feel extremely fortunate to work for an
organization such as Farm Credit Midsouth.”
Randy balances a mix of responsibilities,
working with the branch offices on setting
their goals and monitoring their progress
while also assisting newer loan officers and
helping them with marketing strategy. He’s
only been Chief Marketing and Operations
Officer since 2013, but has been a valuable
team member at FCM since 1983.
Juggling two different job roles can be difficult
at times. He says the most challenging aspect
of his position is splitting his time between his
duties at the central office and visiting with the
FCM staff and customers at all of the branches.
“I really do enjoy visiting with the customers
when I can, but I also enjoy working with our
staff. Farm Credit Midsouth employs the most
talented group of individuals in the agriculture
industry without a doubt.”
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When he isn’t at the central office or one of
FCM’s branches, Randy enjoys hunting and
fishing. He and his wife Joanna have two sons,
Matt and Mark, both of whom are married.
Matt and his wife Meaghan have a four-yearold, named Hadley Claire. Mark and his wife
Savanah live in St. Louis.
Randy’s favorite part of working at Farm Credit
Midsouth has always been the people.
“This has been the job of a lifetime, and
while a lot has changed in 35 years here
at Farm Credit, we have never been better
positioned going forward than we are right
now...I feel extremely fortunate to work for an
organization such as FCM.”

Local Farmer Donation Benefits
Lee Academy Endowment

Article
Article or Ad

The Community Foundation of Lee County recently received
a donation from the Monsanto Fund on behalf of Lee County
farmer Lanny Bosnick. The Monsanto Fund teams up with local
farmers to support the causes that mean the most to them
and their perspective communities. The donation will benefit
the Lee Academy Endowment in Marianna, AR, where many of
Bosnick’s family members and grandchildren have attended.
“We selected the school so it can strive and continue to serve
our community for years to come,” said Bosnick.

Building a Stronger
Farm Credit Team
Loan officers and managers of five Arkansas
and South Missouri Farm Credit associations
gathered for a networking and team building
event in Memphis on May 11th and 12th.
AgHeritage Farm Credit Services, Western
Farm Credit of Arkansas, Progressive Farm
Credit Services, Delta ACA, and Farm Credit
Midsouth were all represented at the meeting.
The goal is to create a stronger bond within
Farm Credit among the different associations,
giving the communities in which we serve
better opportunities and stronger support.

Join the Young, Beginning
& Small Farmers
Program Benefits
•
•

•

Relaxed underwriting standards.
Continuing education program reimburses young, beginning
or small farmers 50% (up to $250) when they attend business,
production, financial management or ag leadership development
events that will better their own operations.
Youth loan program loans up to $2,500 to FFA or 4-H members for
agricultural income projects at cost.

If you are interested in finding out more about this program, contact your
local branch office representative.

FROM ONE

Farmer
TO ANOTHER

Chris Roberts may be on the Board of Directors, but he is dedicated to forging lasting
relationships with FCM branches and their communities, one farmer to another.

Roberts grew up in Memphis, TN, as a kid who loved hunting and fishing,
but didn’t really know the first thing about farming. Fast forward to 2011,
and he earned his spot on the Farm Credit Board of Directors, where he’s
been serving Northeast Arkansas farmers and communities ever since.
“I’m not from a farming family,” Roberts said. His father was a Vice President
of the New York Times, running all of their TV and radio stations. However,
his love of the outdoors eventually sparked an interest in agriculture, and
his parents supported his newfound career goals.

Written by: Madison Blancaflor

Photography by: Brittany Sims

After earning a degree in agricultural
engineering at Mississippi State University,
Roberts’s parents helped him buy and
manage his first farm. “I have my parents to
thank for sticking their neck out and helping
me get started.” His farm now spans about
1,600 acres of corn and soybean crops.

nation-wide culture of Farm Credit is all about
caring for the people they serve and about
the work that they’re doing. Closer to home,
Roberts has partnered with his vice chair to
start branch tours to help forge relationships
with the branch managers, employees, and
customers throughout the region.

Roberts started out his relationship with Farm
Credit Midsouth in 2009 as a customer. He’d
met with John Jordan, who at the time was
the manager in Forest City, and that small
conversation about interest rates and the
corporate structure of the farming industry
was the beginning of a lifetime connection
with the Farm Credit family.

“We don’t ever want anyone to think that
the board is unapproachable. We’re just like
everybody else. If you ever have a question,
just call us. We’re ordinary people,” said
Roberts.

“It’s like
a family,”

While he isn’t shy about showing pride for
the Farm Credit Midsouth family culture,
Roberts attributes his success to his family
at home. He still leans on his father as a
sounding board for business decisions, and
his wife and three kids all play active roles on
the farm. His son even plans to follow in his
footsteps and study agriculture at Mississippi
State next year.

Roberts said about Farm Credit Midsouth
“I’ve never been around such a large group
of people that care so much about what
they’re doing. That’s really rewarding to me.”
A few years ago, Roberts began collaborating
with other Farm Credit boards to better serve
communities across the country. He says the

A farmer Roberts met over 20 years ago
once told him to “never quit learning,” and
he’s taken that lesson to heart. “You’re
surrounded by so many great people, and I
think it just helps you grow as a person. Not
only the relationships with farming, but it
helps you grow personally.”

Farm Credit Midsouth

CONGRATULATES
2017 Farm Families of the Year

Farm Credit Midsouth is proud to recognize the following recipients of the 71st
Annual Arkansas Farm Family of the Year Program residing in our service area.
Agriculture is a leading industry in the state, and when everyone on the farm is involved, it becomes
a family business to hand down for generations. We applaud these families for building successful
operations and continuing one of agriculture’s proudest traditions—family.

Clay County – Dalton Family

Darrell and Ellen Dalton run a family-owned farm that focuses on
growing gourds and pumpkins. In addition to their farm in Piggott, AR,
the family also operates Pumpkin Hollow, which features family-fun
fall activities such as hay rides, farm animals, pumpkin picking, as well
as a Halloween-themed event called Horror in the Hollow each year.

Craighead County – Hook Family

The Hook family owns and operates a farm in Lake City, AR, primarily
harvesting rice, soybeans, corn, and cotton. Hook farms includes Mike
Hook, Karen Hook, Casey Hook, Emilee Hook, and Brandon Ballard.

Crittenden County – Sharp Family

The Sharp family farm in Crawfordsville, AR and Heafer, AR grows
a variety of crops, including corn, soybeans, rice, and grain. Jamey
and Amy Sharp live on the farm with their two children, Jay and Alli.

Cross County – Stephens Family

Fifth and sixth generation farmers, Brandon and Laura Stephens, farm a combination
of rice, soybeans, and corn around Cherry Valley, AR. They have two children, Kohen
and Keaton Stephens.

Greene County – Agee Family

The Agee family are longtime, second generation Farm Credit
Midsouth members from Marmaduke, Arkansas. Their farm produces
rice, corn, cotton, soybeans, and wheat, also raising some registered
angus and commercial beef cattle. The “Farm Family” includes Chad
Agee and his wife Krista, their sons Derek and Andy, plus long time
family employees Earl Parrish and Alber Escandon.

Lee County – Gerrard Family

Third generation farmer, Bill Gerrard III, his wife, Marilyn, and their two
children, Anne Louise and Hugh, have been named the 2017 Lee County
Farm Family. Their family farm consists of irrigated soybeans and corn, as
well as dryland soybeans.

Mississippi County – Metheny Family

The Metheny family farm located in Osceola consists of soybeans
and corn. Steve and Janet Metheny, Ashley and Justin Smith, and
Austin and Chelsea Metheny are all involved in the farm.

Phillips County – Jones Family (not pictured)

In addition to serving the local school board and overseeing all concession operations and
fundraising for all sports activities, Timothy and Holly Jones of West Helena grow soybeans
and corn on their Phillips County farm. They have 2 sons, Ethan and John Avery.

Poinsett County – Wray Family

Eddie and Annette Wray of Trumann have a
diversified crop operation, raising soybeans,
cotton, rice, and corn. They have four children:
Jamie, Stephen, Ashley, and James.

St. Francis County – Dooley Family

Bill and Maurica Dooley of Dooley Farms
in Forrest City, AR manage their family farm
comprised of sweet potatoes, soybeans,
milo and corn.

Junior

LIVESTOCK
SHOWING
Farm Credit Midsouth is gearing up for upcoming livestock showing activities.
Each year, FCM provides support for local students who participate in showing
activities, as well as donating to local Livestock Premium Sales (which allow
students to sell their Show Stock at above market prices). Grooming and feeding
livestock for showing is costly, especially for students, and this financial support
allows some students to participate when they otherwise would not have been
given the opportunity.
The Greene County Fair Junior Livestock Premium Sale was held on September 9,
2017 at the Greene County Fairgrounds in Paragould and has been a recipient of
FCM support for many years.
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Farm Credit Midsouth

FamilyDAY

FCM Family Day April 29th at Hijinx. A day for all Farm Credit Midsouth
employees and their loved ones to get together and celebrate family!

Mobile Banking App
Now available in the Apple and
Google Play app stores.
Search Farm Credit Midsouth.

Texas Congressman Conaway
Speaks at Farm Credit Midsouth
Sponsored Breakfast
This June, Texas Congressman Mike Conaway
visited Northeast Arkansas. Farm Credit Midsouth
sponsored a breakfast event on June 22nd for
Congressman Conaway, inviting select individuals
to meet the congressman. Arkansas Congressman
Rick Crawford was one of the attendees present,
excited to visit with Conaway and hear him speak.
Congressman Conaway has served as the U.S.
Representative for Texas’s 11th congressional
district since 2005. He is currently the Chairman of
the House Committee on Agriculture, also serving
on the House Armed Services Committee, and the
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence.

Fun On The Hill: Employees
Visit D.C. For National
Directors Conference
Farm Credit Midsouth employees and directors made
a visit to Washington D.C. recently for the National
Directors Conference. While there, they got an update
on the 2018 Farm Bill hearings, got to meet with
members of Congress and their staff, and attended a
Farm Credit Reception with those Congress members.
The reception featured products from Farm Credit
customers. Farm Credit Midsouth, AgHeritage Farm
Credit Services, and Farm Credit Services of Western
Arkansas had the honor of providing breakfast and
visiting with Representatives Rick Crawford, French
Hill, Bruce Westerman, and Steve Hill, along with
Senators John Boozman and Tom Cotton.

LETTER FROM THE CHAIR

CHRIS ROBERTS

As Board Chair of your cooperative, I would like to
report our association is well positioned to meet our
needs in the future. Our growth is good, capital is
strong and credit quality remains healthy. We came
very close to reaching one billion dollars in loan
volume this year. We will continue to strive to fulfill
our mission of providing financing to rural Arkansas.
2017 has been another unique year of farming
within our territory. The year began with historic
flooding in North Arkansas. We experienced a mild
growing season and were blessed with some July
and August rainfall. Although commodity prices
remain low, it looks like yields will be strong.

“Farm Credit Midsouth is
more like a family than a
financial institution.”
On a recent visit to a branch office, I was reminded of what makes this association so special. During our
visit, we met with the branch staff, toured the county, and met with some of our farmers/stockholders.
The people are what makes Farm Credit Midsouth a successful organization. The success can be attributed
to the owners, the branch staff, and all the way up to senior management. It is people working together
for a common goal. Farm Credit Midsouth is more like a family than a financial institution. As the board
continues to tour counties and branch offices in the near future, I hope to see each of you soon. Do not
hesitate to contact me if you ever have any questions. I would like to thank you (customers, as well as the
staff ) for being part of the team and for making Farm Credit Midsouth what it is today.

Have a safe and prosperous harvest.
19

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Thank You
Farm Credit Midsouth is a proud supporter of local farmers, organizations,
and schools. Community outreach is one of the most important aspects
of what we do as a company, and we couldn’t achieve any of that work
without every single one of you. So thank you.

RACE FOR THE CURE

2017 Race for the Cure held on
May 6th at ASTATE

CORPORATE OLYMPICS

The Annual Corporate Olympics to benefit the Community
Health Education Foundation (CHEF) was held on Friday,
April 28th. Teams consisted of 10-15 players for a variety
of events, which included the following: volleyball, baggo,
jenga, 3 on 3 basketball, dodgeball, co-ed dri-tri, family
feud, kickball, and human hungry hippo. Farm Credit
Midsouth took home 3rd place overall.

MIKE WALLACE MEMORIAL

The (Jonesboro) branch sponsored a team in a trap
shoot tournament that was put on by Fellowship of
Christian Athletes in Mike’s (Wallace) memory. Hanner
Hall and Dean Elmore were both on the team along
with Lawson Fielder (Lawrence Fielder’s son) and two
of Hanner’s friends. The team came in 5th place out of
11 teams.

AG FOR AUTISM

Ag for Autism awarded a little over $95,000 this
year for individuals dealing with autism. Below
are a few of the individuals and establishments
who received funding from Ag for Autism.
1. Pink Palace Museum
(L to R) Hannah Crain, Manager Public &
Special Programs, Alex Eilers, Manager of
Education, Ava Williams, Mike Williams,
Jack Williams

1

2. Treble Cleft Music Club
(L to R) Melissa Coles, Mitchell Griggs,
Mike Williams

2

3. Brookland PreK
(L to R) Preschool Director Jennifer Easley
& Bessie Richmond
4. Westside High School
(L to R) Michael Graham, Carrie Tyner,
Bessie Richmond

4
3

5. Brookland Middle School
(L to R) Principal Randy Oxford, PTO
representative Dana Johnson,
Bessie Richmond
6. Ag for Autism representatives hosted
an educational seminar for family
members dealing with autism.
(L to R) Daniel Pieroni, Melissa Coles,
Amy Batson

5

6

AMERICAN RED CROSS DONATION

Widespread flooding this spring caused devastation
across Arkansas, displacing families, killing five people,
and destroying more than 300,000 acres of farmland for
the 2017 growing season. The American Red Cross was
one of the first agencies to mobilize and offer assistance
to Arkansan citizens, and the Farm Credit Associations
donated $13,000 to the organization to support the flood
relief efforts.
Farm Credit Midsouth CEO James McJunkins took the lead in
organizing state-wide Farm Credit support. “Our employees
live and work in the rural communities we serve, which
makes this disaster very personal for us,” McJunkins said in a
press release. With the help of Farm Credit associations, the
Red Cross served over 7,500 meals, distributed nearly 1,700
clean-up kits, and provided 1,000 overnight shelter stays.

Work Hard, Play Hard: Students
Learn About Agriculture
Careers Before Watching The
Grizzlies Score Big
Eric Branscum, senior loan officer for the
Jonesboro branch, served on a speaker
panel at this year’s Grizzlies Ag Day in
March. The event hosted area schools from
Northeast Arkansas and West Tennessee
at FedEx Forum in Memphis as a day for
students to ask questions about different
careers in agriculture. Students were also
advised on what educational backgrounds
were needed for a career in agriculture.
All students in attendance got to stay for
the Memphis Grizzlies basketball game that
evening, which was the perfect ending to a
great day with the students.

Tech Tip

Ransomware #1 Threat

According to Kaspersky Lab ransomware is the #1 cyber security threat. Ransomware is a type of malware (malicious
software) that prevents or limits access to the system or files, by locking the screen or by encrypting the users’ files unless
a ransom is paid. Ransomware can be distributed through links on websites, in e-mail, or text messages.
The FBI does not support paying a ransom. Some individuals and organizations have regained access to systems and files
by paying; however, it is not guaranteed and they often get hit again with a higher ransom.
Prevention is the best defense
• Ensure anti-virus and anti-malware solutions are set to automatically update and that regular scans are conducted.
• Patch operating systems, software, and firmware on devices.
• Manage the use of privileged accounts. Implement the principle of least privilege: no users should be assigned
administrative access unless absolutely needed; those with a need for administrator accounts should only use
them when necessary.
• Avoid opening unverified emails or clicking links embedded in them. If it sounds too good to be true – it is. If it is
threatening consequences for not clicking the link it is likely malicious.
• Educate yourself on phishing and how to avoid being phished.
Recovery
• Seek the advice or assistance of a professional.
• Backing up data regularly and retaining access to older backups may help in recovering from ransomware.
Maintain archives of backups on different media disconnected from the computer.
Resources
www.fbi.gov/investigate/cyber | www.ic3.gov/default.aspx | www.us-cert.gov/ncas/alerts/TA16-091A

Employee

SPOTLIGHT
Tony Stubblefield
VP, Branch Manager | Osceola Branch

“We all have to make difficult and important
decisions in life that impact not just ourselves,
but also our families, co-workers, and others.
All we can do is be fair and honest.”
Tony Stubblefield has been just that for his
customers and coworkers since his start at
Farm Credit Midsouth in 1982. For the past
20 years, he has been the Osceola branch
manager for Farm Credit Midsouth, running
the day to day operations of the branch, on
top of managing his personal portfolio of
loans.
“Working for Farm Credit Midsouth has been
extremely rewarding for me over the past 35
years. I’ve worked in a field that I really enjoy.”
Farm Credit Midsouth has always been
dedicated to helping local farmers in every
way they can, and Tony has committed himself
to that company mission since his first day
with the company.

While Tony has always loved assisting farmers
and helping them improve their operations,
the job hasn’t come without challenges.
“Loan renewal season is the most challenging
time for me.” Crop loan renewals, establishing
branch budgets, completing employee
evaluations, and setting the employee goals
for the new year keep him extremely busy
from December through March each year.
When Tony isn’t holding down the fort at the
Osceola branch, he’s spending time with his
family. He and his wife live in Keiser, and they
have two children and four grandchildren.
“Farm Credit Midsouth is a strong organization
that really cares about its employees and
customers. I work directly with a very good
staff in the Osceola branch that takes pride in
serving our customers.”

After graduating from Arkansas State
University in December 1981 with a degree
in Ag Business, Tony got his start at FCM as
a loan officer. To this day, working with the
community farmers is still his favorite aspect of
the job.
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Together we Grow,
Prosper and Thrive
At Farm Credit Midsouth, our customers are also members/owners
of the association. As stockholders, when the company succeeds,
our customers receive a share of the profits.
Since 2005, Farm Credit Midsouth has
provided over $49 million in patronage
refunds, including $4.2 million in 2016.
If you ask us, there’s no better way to say
“thank you” than by mailing out checks!
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